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- Er a a8 too well known ws hi ini 


- upon, that Deiſm N the preſent days 
| remarkably prevalent : : and 


it has, I think, 
been "as generally allowed, that among the 


cauſes which have had a ſhare in producing it, 


| muſt he reckoned falſe ideas of the nature and 
doctrines of Revelation ;=Among theſe it ap» 


 _ pears to me beyond a doubt, that the common 


opinion of the eternity of future terments has 


made many unbelievers. Whatever, indeed, 
| repreſents Religion as inconſiſtent with itſelfz 


whatever tends to the ſuppoſition of a Deity, 

| «Qing upon principles contrary to thoſe natural 

n he has implanted in our 
| E a2, 


. minds, 


- EPR muſt necalſurty have. this effe&t in a 


„ 
2 - 
* 1 
* 
— 
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> thinking and, enlightened age. To imagine * 


merciful Deity creating bein gs for everlaſting 


| perdition; or, what amounts to the ſame thing, a 
bringing them i into, exiſtence with propenſities : 


Which witt certhinty render by far the greateſt 


part of them eternally miſerable : or to ſup- ” 
poſe an infinitely wile and all-powerful God, 5 


TW Sx x 


who, when he created man, intended him (as 5 ö 
we are expreſsly told) for happineſs, to have 
 hisdefigns, with regard to the greater part of 36. 


the ſpecies, completely and eternal] y defeated ; 
are opinions, which ſeem fo torally inconſiſtent | 


with thoſe ideas which both reaſon and. reve- 


155 8 lation give us of che Supreme Being. that we 


can ſcarcely wonder at thoſe who am 


buch to be the doctrines ol Chriſtianity, reject- 


ing i it without further examination. It cannot 
| therefore, ſurely, be thought ſuperfluous by any 


one — has the intereſts of true religion at 
| heart, to enquire 1 whether ſuch bei in reality its 6 


doctrines; or whether they are to be confidered Y 
among thoſe additions by which its original pu- : 


"rity Has been Foe her and debaſed, | 
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15 the purſuir of this enquity, we are naturally 
led i in the firſt place to conſider, what is the pre- 


ciſe import of the words by which the dura- 
tion of future puniſhment is ſpeciſied in Scrip- 
ture. The word diduoeg, which is applied in 
the New Teſtament to that ſtate of things which 


is immediately to ſueceed the ſecond coming 


of our Saviour, has uſually been rendered c. 
nal or everlaſting : : but it appears to me that it 


| would not have been ſo, had there been any 
word in the Engliſh language which cor- - 


_ redily expreſſed its meaning. The word av, 
whence diane is derived, is evidently uſed in 


5 the New Teſtament, to ſignify a long dura- 


tion; but it ſeems to have not the leaſt refer- 


_ ence to eternity in the ſtrict and literal ſenſe of | 
the word. In Matt. chap. xiii. v. 49. and _ 
Chap, Xxiv. v. 3. we have ae r6 dur, 


which in our verſion is rendered the end of the 
world; but it ſeems more accurately to fignify 
the end of that period of time, during which 
the preſent ſyſtem of things is to continue, 
Here the word ac refers to a ſtate which we 


"2 « ts, \ wo, 8 8 5 g - 
_ : N 


5 Xx 1 
ate e r ee an, end. In st. 5 
Luke, chap. xvi. v. 8. we have this expreſſion, 


of this alox, which ſeems. a further proof . 
that che meaning of the word dd, and conſe- = 
- - quently. of its derivative ai æidvios, refers to a limit- 
e It is an argument in fayour f 
_ this. ſuppoſition, that where the context evi- 
 dently relates to Eternity, where the Supreme 
Being is the ſubject, this word is always uſed in 
dhe plutal number, as in Matt. ch. vi. ver. 13, 
en 4 Rca, al Knaus, xa] Tia, is rds aldag: 
vot 4 roy ee, as the propriety of language 
op evidently have required, had the word 
ain meant an eternal duration. The Kingdom 
9 Chriſt on earth, immediately ſucceeding | the 
general Reſunetion, is faid i in the Ne ew Teſta- | 
ment to be aun ; and. this has been thought 85 
; to afford a proof that the word dine muſt 1 ne- 7 
 ceflarily be applied o what is, properly ſpeak- 5 
ing, eternal; but that this glorious and happy i 
"ate of b eing will have an end, and will be ſwal- | 
_ lowed wp i in one ftil more exalted, appears 
from 8. Paul's Eirſt drin. to the Corinthians. 


ch. xv. 


2 


LY 


_ of gel 79 aH rere, the children. e this world, or | 


1 


ES ben 8 „ Then cometh the end, 


FT ad when he ſhall have delivered ug the . | 
| to God, even the Father,” EE” | 


e a adn 
tram 
prepared for the wicked, long and dreadful as 
ve are aſſured it will be, will yet have an ends 
aud that their ſufferings will be the means, un- 


der the direction of Providence, of finally + | 


ſtoring them to a ſtate of virtue and happinels. 
It has however: been objected, that if we are 
not to ſuppoſe the future miſery of the wicked 


| to be eternal, we muſt alſo imagine that the 


 fince the duration of both is expreſſed as the 
ſame terms, We may however, with the 
; greateſt.reaſon, ſuppoſe from thoſe paſſages of 
| Scripture which relate to the mercies of God, 
| and which I ſhall endeavour to explain here» 
| aker, that the future happineſs of the righteous 
. may be eternal, although the puniſhments of 
end. But to me it appears probable, that the 
| wo | "TH & % | future 


5 5 12 | 'E 4 7 
. | 
immediately ſu accceds. the: Reſurrection, is not / 
| their fnal tate of being . In the paſſage above 
quoted there ſeems an evident reference to two 
| dine periods of future exiſtencez thes-which. | 


| 'righteogs are, partakers immediately en their 
Z reſurrection; and that in which it is ſaid, 


ö 5 2 He ſhall have Severe up _ e to Fa 


1 eee ken as 


* 8 © * N AE 
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e ee We are not ee 
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ech I am happy in being ſupported. by Mr. King, au- 


2⁰6 bee which he has the following paſſage: 


- Surely the word nn, (aionian) is here uſed on! - 
| purpoſe to point out 20 us, that the ftate to take fies 


_ inmediately 1 1 is not . and j in itlelf . 
e | ; 


"That the future N « Pa ices 55 
n not be, ftritly ſpeaking, eternal, ſeems _ 
highly probable, not: only from the meaning of 
the word #5; as explained above, but from 
| thoſe paſſages of Seripture in which it is fad 

that, Chriſt (hall reign until he has ſubdued all 


| _ do minion T 
* — 2g any render may appear = 


a work, entitled Morſels of Criticiſm; in page 


—— 


f 


9 


1 dominion to be like that of an carthly conque- 
Tor : his kingdom, we are affured, will be - 


ritual, and his ſubjects will yield him a willing 
and a ſpiritual obedience. When therefore we 
are told, that he is to bring all things under 


| * ſabjection to him, the beſt natural interpreta- 


tion ſeems to be, that all ſhall finally be obe- 
. dient to his laws, and by that means be made 
| parakers of bappinels and glarys and that the 
| torments of a future ſtate will at length render 
thoſe by whom they are ſuffered, the willing | 
"os of bis kingdom. 


= 


This as r 


8 to throw a ſtrong light on many porta 
the Scriptures; It ſeems in particular to recon- 
cile thoſe paſſages which repreſent the mercies 


denunciations of the divine wrath againſt in- 


_ _— penitent ſinners, rs, which, we are informed, . will 

| be executed on a conſiderable part of mankind. 

uu. 
- prove 


| by which be: * benefits, 
a d by his chat by which he inflicts 
evil (and, if we are to ſuppoſe that theſe words 
have a ning, I know not what other ſenſe 
ve can affix to them), then ſurely the rules of 
r warrant us in the ſuppoſition 


that the whole ſyſtem e eee e 


1 


2 whole, an \infinte. balance of 


* 


© 


* 


"iv ect 
| and others which ure tothe mercies of God, 
have, I am aware, been interpreted, (as far at 
leaſt as the wicked are comprehended), to relate 
ſolely. ro this life: no ſuch limitation ſeems 


| | however to be expreſſed. or even intimated. 
Beñdes, 3 it ſeems an inconſiſtency almoſt too 


great for belief, to ſuppoſe a Being laviſhing 


favours on his creatures in one u of d 


and in another devoting by far the greateſt 


part of them to miſerics which will. never. be. - 


| the means of making them fit for happineſs, 


and which will be infinite both. in degree and : 


durmtion. It may alſo be remarked, that a 
| though; even in this life, good prevailsin's 
greater degree than evil, yet that preponide« 


rance does not ſeem ſo great, or ſo evident,"aw | 


to anſwer thoſe ideas of the divine mercy 
| 2 we hes of — plainly inti- 
0 realize» desde i whe. be obſerved that 
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| | fab tot degivv'ef itaportance eo dat Ab 


is future; It cin therefote ſearcely be ſuppoſtd, 
unleſs it had been txpreſaly told is, that thoſs = 
_ expreſfions Which ſpeak of the Infinite merties | 
l. Od relate ſolely to a ſtate of things n 

| , and ſ6 _ ſts.” 


Ur has Fry Sp ich ſome . of 
Paufibility, by the advocates for a contrary 
doctrin to that ofthe final happineſs of all man- 


Bind, ; that the merey of God cannot be exerciſed | | 


in oppofition to bis uflice; that he created 
eee free agents, and leſt it intirely in 
Gr © own choice to render ourſelves deſerving 


PE — — Fes 


voluntarily make choice of the latter, it cannot 
be wonſidered as an impeachment of the di- 
vige mercy that it ſhould be eternal, ſince an 
eternal teward is offered to our obediencb, and 
e eee ee and obtain 
either one or the other. But, (not to diſ- 
4a at preſent. the queſtion whether the will, | 
is.fo perfectly free as this ſuppoſition ſerms to 


11 Oy of the | ue Hort nt 


| -norance, to the force of temptation, and of 
bad example: ) L do not fee how'we can/ recon» 
dile it to our ideas of à merciful Deity to ſup» © 


"TSS 
12 of thanking nity wit; o be is 


poſe that he would endue his creatures 'wath 


- free-will, when he foreſaw that the greater pen 


of them would uſe it 6nly to inſure their fature 
and eternal perdition. If indeed we ſuppole, 
. as ſome have done, that the 'whole human 
e ene 
a conſequent ſentence of future puniſhment z and 
that they cannot by any means work out their 

falvation, without the peculiar interpofition ; 
of the Divine grace, this, it is evident, muſt 
: increaſe ten-fold the difficulty of reconciling. 
the mercies of God with his judgments, on 
any other © ſuppoſition than that of the 


final reſtoration of all mankind at ſome period 
or other to happineſs and virtue. That our 


Creator intended us for happineſs, is indeed 
the expreſs language of Revelation: many are 
the paſſages of Senpture which can admit of 

8 . 0 20 


( 12 ) 
e | 


which might be adduced, we are expreſfsly 
told that . God defireth not the death of 2 
nner, but rather that he may turn from his 
«, - wickedneſs and-live.” - Does it therefore ac- 
cord withour notion of his omnipotence to ſup- 
poſe that he would ſuffer his defigns to be 
- finally and eternally defeated, by the folly or 
perverſeneſs of his creatures? It has how- 
| ever been ſuggeſted by ſome, that there may 
be a natural impoſhbility for even the Deity 


to make the good eternally happy, without at 


the ſame time devoting the wicked to eternal 
miſery; but this (if we ſuppoſe the Peity to wiſh 


die happineſs of his creatures) is ſetting range | 
Fits to the power of the Almighty ;. it is, in 18 
S He eſlect, reviying the Manichean notion of an in- 


dependent and ſelf-cxifting principle of evil, 
© equal if not ſyperior i in power to that Being 
40 whom. ve aſcribe the attribute of omnipo- 
| pence. It ſeems alfa totally irreconcileable to 
our notions of a benevolent being, to ſuppoſe | 25 
that he would bring into exiſtence creatures, 
** part of who could not by the 
85 eee 


many of the evils which we ſee in the preſem 


does not always appear; yet there ſeems a high 


TY 

utmoſt exertion of his power, be reſenal from. 
eternal miſery. A ſtrong preſumptive argu» 
ment in favour of the doftrine of Univerſal Re- 
demption, is afforded from its conſiſtency with 
what we can diſcover of the plan of Divine 
government in this world : evil ſeems; as far as 
we can diſcover from reaſon and Revelation, to 

be deſigned as the means of producing a greater 
degree of good than could have been eſſected 
by any other means, even to the ſufferer. This 
may be ſhewn to be the caſe with regard to 


ſtate of things; and although, from the nece(- 
fary defect of our judgment and experience, it 


degree of probability that it is the caſe in all: ® 


Im not unaware that this dodrine has been contre» 
verted; and that men have ſuppoſed evil to exiſt in the 


univerſe, without any tendency to produce good. The 
illuſtrious Haller ſpeaks of this ſubje& in the following 


words. See his Letters to bis Daughter, p. 241. 


EE _ men always become better by chaſtiſements? 
Do theſe compel them to be good? Let us reflect on 


6 . ** 
© to 


© — oe Oats oo ê „ I. d 


* 


| the progreſs of human knowledge furniſhes ma- 
ny proofs of the truth of this ſuppoſition, which 


appears lo ese 3 to nn; ara 


the 1 of the Deity; and the Scrip- = 


tures ſeem, I think, by expreſs declarations, to 
remove every remaining doubt on the ſubject. 


| Our, Saviour Gays, * bleſſed ur they dat 


mourn, for they ſhall be-comforted” an ex - 


— 


- 


© to think that their 1 the 8 effec of 


their malice, has wrought any change in their tempers. 


| << And when we take a view of thoſe men who have = 
- = #-groancd under the weight of God's s diſpleaſure, . we 
e ſhall find that his chaſtiſements have ſeldom made any 
durable imprefions, or produced any reformation of 
the will: and if we extend our reſearches to Chriſ- 


'<& tians, who enjoy the comfortable hope of a deliverer ; 
e may obſerve, that malefactors during their capti- 


eu, have very rarely made atonement for the erimes 


* which they had committed againſt ſociety; but have 
rather been the more confirmed in their wickedneſs: 


« defpair has often blackened their thoughts, and exaſ- 


A perated their malignities, - Sickneſs, "accompanied 
<< with pious exhortatioris, has ſometimes produced vir- 
s tyous reſolutions; but they have vaniſhed as 2 * 


30 ie 8 to bis health,” | 


[1 mw 
* 
: "When 
— _ * 
. 


wonder at the n 


| Twi - 
which it is delivered, can, I think, only be er- 
plained on the ſuppoſition, that the evils of this 
life have a natural tendency to render us the ob- 
jects of divine favour in the next; or, at leaſt, 

_ conſiderably to mitigate our future doom. The 
ly capable of an explanation on any other ſup» 
poſition. The evils of this life are indeed d- 


= 3 

* 
1 [2 
SH 


* 
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When Wel an tht Kn of believers, can we 
of thoſe who reject Revelation? 
I need not ſay how much the prevalence of ſuck nations © 
muſt add to the gloom of misfortune ; br how calculated 
they are to deſtroy the only comfort which is frequently” 
left us in this world. The Scriptures, I have been en» 
deavouring to ſhew,  inculcate a far different doctrine 3 


| and I believe that experience will in general prove, that 


the beſt diſpoſitions are uſually found among thoſe who 


| have ſuffered afflition; and, where this 1 not evident, 


may we hot with the ſtrongeſt reaſon infer, from the de- 
clarations of Scripture and from analogy, that their fu. 
ferings will either conſiderably mitigate thoſe which their 
fins would otherwiſe have incurred in a future tate; ac 
_ elſe will at length work a beneficial change in their dif 
poſitions, even in this life. With regard to what is hid 
of the fallen Angels, the anſwer is obvious—we know. 
5 _— abour ems we know not whether their A 
| what length of has; or bub ee 
Julred do effect ſuch a change. 


* 


ways rept e chaſten He Ning | 
who! has condeſcended to call hinaſelf our Fa- 
cher and who uniformly appears to our view = 
under the charater of an affectionate parent, 
- who does not willingly grieve or afflict the 
chudren of men; and who, when he inflidts ca- 
Aamities upon us, does it in mercy to pre- 
vent fill greater evils. Al this obviouſly 
reads to confirm the opinion, that the evil 
Which we meet with here is only permitted to 
exiſt, as it is ſubſervient to good: that not a 
tear is ſhed in vain; not a pang is ſuffered, 
which does not tend to the ultimate benefit even 
of the ſufferer himſelf. This, indeed, is ſuitable 
+ Xo our ideas of 2 benevolent and all-wiſe Deity 5 
and if it does not altogether explain the origin 
of evil, yet, 1 think, it ſcems fully ſufficient to | 
5 diſpel all uneaſy or deſponding thoughts ona 
<q ſobje&, 5 out of the rb. of mortal 
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{= 260 . 
; 8 being of tolerable capacity, ſhall we 
not d much more look for it in the e ee 
5 - Davy? 5 


«4YE 4 
Deity ? If we believe chat He whů un thid 
world made alſo that which is future; hall we | 
ſome unity of defign in all the works ef l 


"hand? If in this world his benevolence ſeems 


calls his children to eternal reprobation : that - 
on he, who has declared tas; in this life he does not 
ES willingly, grieve; or alli the childrep of men. 
will in their future ſtate hear with ple 


to be the ruling principle; if the evils" neh 
ve ſeg here be (as we have every reaſon to ſup» 
| poſe) the inſtruments made uſe of for the pro- 
duction of a greater degree of good, ſhall we 
not ſuppoſe that this will alſo be the caſe here» - 
| after ? Can we believe that it is only in this , 
fo comparatively unimportant, that the Deity 

is to be conſidered as the kind parent of all the 
human race: that, in a future ſtate, he will de- 
liver the greater part of thoſe whom be now 


their groans and blaſphemies for ever and ever? 


Such inconſiſtencies however we muſt believe, 


- if we admit, i in the ſtrict ſenſe of the word, the 
eternity of future torments ; if we ſuppoſe that, 
ö * aflickions of 228 
85 I "0 . diſ- 


„ 
Apenſafiom of a kind Providence and defigned | 


to make us ukimately happier and better, thoſe 
ol futurity are purely vindictive and tend only | 


lent Deity of Chriſtianit \"the kind Father of all 
the human race; on the other, we contemplate 
a relentleſs and vindictive Being delighting in 
en eee, 1 ag 


Tete paſſages of Scripture. in which the 
| {heme of redemption is mentioned, give add. 
tional weight to the arguments in favour of. 
the doctrine of univerſal Redemption; and I 
„ eee ee ee 
that ſubject can ſcarcely admit of any other 
| fair interpretation, than that which reſts upon 
the ſuppoſition of the death of Chriſt being in- 
tendedultimately to confer the benefits of Salva- 
tion on the whole race of mankind. "Thus, in the 
| prophecy delivered immediately after the fall, 
the eee l 


nl FEES» 


hall break the 
3 l 7 


„ ; 
— s - 
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| — Oli en, : 


* 


(ww) 


of meaning of which ſeems to be, that the promiſed 
Meſſiah will finally put an end to that power 


7 which tempted our firſt parents 10 fin; or that 
the principle of evil will at lengrh be overcome; 


From which it ſeems a neceſſary conſequence, 
that fin and ſorrow will finally be deſtroyed 


through the whole creation z and that all created 
beings will, at ſome period or other, be made 
happy and virtuous : : although we cannot doubt; 
from other paris of Scripture, that many of 
them muſt firſt paſs through ſcenes of ſufſering 
much longer in their duration, as well as great- 
er in their degree, than any to which they e 
| expoſed in this life. The promiſe to Abraham 
that in his ſced (hall all the families of the eanh 
be bleſſed, and thoſe paſſages in which we are 


| told thar Chriſt gave himſelf as a ranſom for 


all men, thar his death was a fackfice for the, 
ns of the whole world, that as in Adam all 
die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive >= 
together with many other expreſſions. of d 
ſuns, ature. cannot, I think, without fome 
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within any narrower limits than thoſe 


3 15 11495 : 9 Its FE Df: : 


8 Gf the human race. MESS Red 


- — . 
* : 31 27716 Þ$ 4 "OIL E 
\ 0 1 5 — 5 : k£ 
Ig 22 13 5 20 TS IS 4. 12 . I » 24 2 2. — - & * - + © A 3 E 
- - * . 3 


EZ 
93 ES > 4 T 


% - 


* o 


4 w— 13 
Ez BS Ez A 
4 


D 1 
1 1 — 


* 1 4 =, ZI RY 
Y Bron 1241 2 Nin 1 £43 


It has been ſai b. howeren that . theſe, and 


: Wl, ely to, the - 
Funjties of Salvation, a afforded. to all men by 


= ay © 
"2 $4 So FE 
FL + SS # BE 
PX, 200 Ft T2 6 £58 25+ SHEN 


: means « cf rhe Goſpel ſcheme ; 


+ . - nevi is of Divine 5 ce >, can only, be 
5 err 1 en thoſe. who make-; a diligent, uſe 
3 3 Bat, at to mention 8 that, even in 
erer 
- fond ed fo dil Erent wen in very different pro- 


mA femain fill anconverted, 2 have never eve 
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METS: Gospel; To them, therefore, tho 
in 263} ESE 44 


| eppoctantiſes chuntties 18 muc ink fied upon cannot be 
Klick to Kilt; and, if thele are the only benefits 
; | fappoſed 16 #tiſe from the Chriſtian diſpents- 
ada, they cannot, Way SHY of inte interpre- 
to alt men. 1 
cannot, 


and that the be- 


de by far far the greater part of manki ind 
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* dy 


cannot however” help thinking; alan the Sch 
ture expreſſions relating to the benefits. ag 
from the death of Chriſt ſeem, according to 
their obvious meaning, to deſcribe ſomething 
of which the whole human race will at foal 
period or other be partakers; and that they 
— Agrooto 


e to thoſe 3 
che Elect; or even to that part of the world 
which has embraced the Chriſtian-religion. I 
ſeems ſufficient to ſay, that in any of thaſ& paſs | 
ſages ſuch limitations are not mentioned and 
we ſhould be cautious of inſerting words in our 
interpretation, which the authors themſelves did = 
* not think fic to employ.) ; | 


"tat there is e St. Fenn Piet 
| Epiſtle to Timothy, ch. 4. w. 10. which. I 
chink ſeems at once to'eftabliſh the doing of 
Univerſal Redemption: and at the ſame time to 
point out the ſuperior advantages of the be- 


n thoſe at leaſt whoſe be- 
hef 


( % 
lief i produAtive of a cotreſpo de 


5 bete accurate, is as 1 e 5 Fe or 


95 therefore we both labour and fuffer re. 
in proach, becauſe we nut in the living God, 
who is the Saviour of all men; ſpecially o 
: thoſe; that believe,” - Theſe, words ſeem. to 
expreſs, as clearly as language can expreſs, th he. 


final Salvation of all mankind. It ſhews: thas 


| the mereies of God are not (as ſome would have 


lie ©), n ro ths, * Ad e thats 
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TY ks bn peed on WR 9 8 that thoſe 


who are in Scripture called the Ele, are choſen by the 
_ Almighty, not merely for their own fakes or to the ex- 


_ clufien of the reſt of mankind ; but, in order that they 
| may be the r means of conferring different degrees of hap- 


dcredthemſelve;, in this life, proper objects of the Divine 


mercy. Such an emp oyment ſeems more ſuitable to 
S hat we muſt naturally conceive of ſuch exalted beings, > 
"than to ſuppoſe them (as ſome appear to have done) 
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although ſincere Chriſtians will indeed partake 
| of this Salvation more immediately tely, and in's 
more eminent degree, yet it will not be tothe 
utter excluſion of the reſt of mankind. This 
5 paſſage ſeems alſo to ſet in a clearer light theſe 
parts of Scripture which ſpeak of faith and juii- 
fſeation ; and to reconcile them with the gene: 
nem | 1 


ee eee e 


ol univerſal Redemption, may be drawn from 


with unconcern, if not with pleaſure, on the miſery of 
the reſt of mankind. Thoſe who will coafult King's 
Morſels of Criticiſm, will ſee that this opinion reſts on 
ſomething more than mere conjecture. In addition to 
| his arguments I will here juſt obſerve, that the different. = 
expreſſions made uſe of in ſpeaking of thoſe who are d 
ſcribed as the objects of Divine mercy, ſeem to point out 
very different degrees of happineſs, even among this 
who will yet eſcape future puniſhment. Of ſome we 
read that © their fins ſhall be forgiven them 
others that © they ſhall inherit the kingdom prepared 
t for them from the foundation of the word we 
not ſuppoſe that there is as wide a difference between the 
happineſs of thoſe whoſe future ftate is thus deſcribed, 
as there is between inheriting a 2 ot aning 
a harden in this world. 8 


0 


tte peculia eee bissen u dee 
cant r univerſe. benevolence; this indeed is the 
demper ef mind which is repreſented as what 
doe cab-qualify us forche Divine favour. - We 
are expreſsly enjoined to extend our charity to 85 
be whole" human race, chiefly indeed to the 
pions: and virtuous'; but we are alſo command- 
ed to beſtow our good offices and good wiſhes 
even on our enemies, and conſequently in 
- many caſcs on the wicked. Tt ſeems to me mo- | 
| rally impoſſible to attain- to that temper of 
mind which would produce ſuch a conduct, and 
a without which it would be mere hypocriſy, if : 


de are to conſider any part of the human race 


. asYevoted to eternal pendition; ; or as, in the 
alrict ſenſe of dhe word, ide enemies. Ged. 
And when we are told to confer benefits on all 


mankind-rin-imitation of our heavenly: Father, | 
ue cannot, 1 think, at the ſame. time ſuppoſe 
chat he has devoted tem to eternal Vengeance, 
1 N aaa N to incur it i thei. om 
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tions which we knowingly and willingly che» 
riſh here, will accompany us in a future flue, : 


© +.» Se 


There is reaſon, wth Grd aac 


vealed Religion, for ſuppoſing, that the diſpe» 


| miſery, Now what kind of happinefs can he 


enjoy, who has been taught to weep with theſ® 
that weep, and to rejoice with theſt that ve» 
| Jeice, to make in ſhort the proſperity or the 
7 adverſity of others his own: when (as his knows 
ledge we are affured will be-enlarged) he fees 
| the greater part of his fellow-creatutes devoted 
to never-ending torments ; which, ſo far from 
producing the effect of the chaſtiſements of 


and at length fitting them for happineſs, will 
' only render them ſtill greater objects of the Di» 

vine wrath | It is the principle of Chriſtianiyy 
to repreſs and mortify all merely ſelfiſh princls 
ples, and to extend our charities to all m. 
| beings, We cannot therefore ſuppoſe, that ths 
future happineſs of the bleft will be of a faliſh 
or narrow kind; we have every reaſon to think 


| God in this life, of making: the ee lanne 


* 
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| ae i will ariſe; in a conſiderable degree, from 
more enlarged views of the Divine benevolence, 
and from the proſpect of the happineſs of all 
created beings as ſts neceſfary reſult.” To ſup- 


I poſe otherwile, we muſt 1 imagine that, on their 
tranſlation to a ate of bliſs, that univerſal be- 


nevolence which once embraced the whole cre- 
ation, muſt be confined within much narrower. 
bounds; that they moſt acquire an inſenfibility 
tõ the ſufferings of their fellow-creatures,'if not a 
diſpoſition to rejoice at their miſery, which the 
moſt abandoned in this world have ſcarcely- 
ever indulged :—In ſhort, - : we muſt imagine 
that *they will conſider Chriſtian benevolence, 
and the other virtues by which they arrived at a 

| ſlate of bliſs,” in the ſame: light in which ambi- | 
tidus men viſually * regard thoſe qualifications . 
by which they haye. riſen in the world; and 
which; when they have anſwered the purpoſe 85 


| ; for which they were aſſumed, they. generally 


lef:afide as of uo farther uſe. To ſum up this 
Argent. in a few. words, we muſt either ſup⸗- 


| Ow that we are comppandedio. attain the higheſt, 
degrees 
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are ſuffering, 1 in their conneRtion with the pur- 


at preſent unfic for bappineſß. It is 


1 * 1 


degrees of. dd and benerolence in this 
world, in order that we may be permitted 
indulge in pride and ſelfiſhneſsin the next; 


1 


elſe, that this diſpoſition will meet with its pro- 


per exerciſe and gratification in contemplating 
the future happineſs of all creation. But it may 


be ſaid, that even the limited ſufferings of the 
wicked i in a future ſtate will give ſome pain to 


pure benevolence: To this we may reply, chat 
as our comprehepifion will be enlarged, | we ſhall 
be enabled to take into the conſideration their 
yet future ſtate; we ſhall view the evils they 


As at * 


N 


poſes they are defigned! to anſwer, with the == 
which they are intended to work in diſpoſitions 


allowed, 'thatin the preſene fare thingy paid 
may be ſo moderated, as to be brought within 


the limits of pleaſure *; of which the pleaſure 


ee Tragedy may be adduced as an in- 
. May we not conje&ture that this may 
ee $ er Up; e alſo 
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Ub be the e esse pes of our c 
| ence; and chat the pain which would others. 
n to pure denevolence from: the fight 
| of ſiffering, will be lowered by the confidera · 
Bon af its utility to the ſufferer, until it bo- 
| cxeaasiqpen the whale» pleaing ſenſation) | | 


The wars Death, Pendition, Deflrution, 
' which aro applied in Scripture io the future | 
here of the wicked, are ſuppoſed by ſome to 
imply- the and of their future drm; 
| pad by others that thoſe torments will end at 
lcagth in their defra#ien, * (taking the word 
nin the literal ſenſe) or annihilation. It is, ſap 
they, an. evident abſurdity, to ſuppoſe the pu- 
- niſhment of Neath infliQed for a limited time, 
er with any view to carredt the judgment, or 


| | reform the. principles of the offender; vat 


* 


2175 leer pn of the 


. fits eee which, vibe: V. fuch- 


— — 


ih LIE however obſerys, that moſt of the arguments. 


ruled bave been uſed againſt dit urg of fe Ate — 


S piſhment will Fad nn 


| always be remembered, that the meaning of 


( #9 ) 


terms, whatever it may be, — * eter 
nal and unchangeable.”. This however ſerma to 
we to be judging of the Deity by buman laws, 
Theſe indeed cannot infli& the puniſhment of : 
Death with any view to the reformation of the 

offender. But with the Deity the caſe is cex= 
_ tainly different: If we take the word death im =» 
tis literal ſenſe, nothing is more cextain than 

that it m ors ee | 


„r TTY", © 147007 af re 


1 to the body. Judging then frem the uſual in» 
| terpretation of metaphorical language, we have = 
; I think no reaſon to imagine, from the furure * 
ſtate of the wicked being deſcribed under the 
| metaphor of Death, that it will be, in the proper | 
ſenſe of the word—eternal. 5 : 


| Our Saviour's expreſſion in ſpeaking of the 
| de of future torments, © where the worm 
| * dieth not, neither is the fire quenched, 
| has been thought a convincing proof of the = 
eternity of future puniſhments. But, it ,, 


fingle texts of Scripture, where it is ann way. 


LY 


ö Scripture, or to make it appear incon 


cm) 


doubtful, ought. to berexplained- res 
text; 1 that they ſhould not be ſo inter- 
| preted as to contradi&. the general tencr ef 

with itſelf. Judging by the e in en : 
before us, does it not ſeem probable, that the 
| paſſage we have juſt quoted may rather be ſup- . 
poſed to mean, that there will always be a ftate 
of torment neceffarily exiſting for thoſe who. 

| have rendered "themſelves undeſerving of hap- ; 
_ | pines, chan that thoſe who have once brought | 
"7 themſelves into it will never be delivered? Or 

| may we not ſuppoſe with Hartley, that the 


5% 


75 expreſſion merely bignifies the torments of | 


4 future ſtate will have no end, until they! have : 
conſumed the ſin by which they were firſt occa- 


 fioned ? > It moſt not however be. forgotten, 5 


_ "that, the language of Seripture is, in many 
Places, popular; that many. of its expreſſions 
are to be conſidered as proverbial; and. ak 
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e 5-0 paging ceaſing,” or * to take 
no thought for to-morrow,” are evidently not 
to be underſtood in the ſtrict and literal mean 
ing of the words, unleſs we are to ſuppoſe that 
Scripture contradicts irelf. Applying this rea 
| foning to the caſe before us, may we not with 


dme bigheſt degree of probability ſuppoſe, that” 


dur Saviour meant only to ſay that, i in com- 
pariſon with the miſeries of this life, thoſe of ſu- 

ity, conſidered relatively to our limited facul- 
ties, may be looked upon in every ptactical 
ſenſe as infinite and eternal, rather than that 
they will be ſo in the proper ſenſe of the wordsz 
eſpecially when ſuch an interpretation ſeems 
juſtified by the principles of natural religion— 
by the general tenor of the Scriptures and, 
above all, by the ſcriptural account of the 
goſpel diſpenſation. It may I think be aſked 
why, if the torments of futurity are really a 


xl, this doctrine is not oftener enſ je 
in terms leſs liable to ambiguity, than we find.” 


it; ſince the word, which in our verſion is ren» , 
|  deredeternal, ſeems plainly to have a very dif- 
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CES 


5 3 we find thoſe teachers of e 
|  bgjon who have adopted the notion of eternal 
bpuniſhment, always laying the greateſt, Rreſs | 
-  uponit in their diſcourſes. Yet St. Paul, whom 
we cannot confider as inferior in zeal or know 
ledge to any that have facceeded him, incul- 
cates no ſuch tenet : In denouncing the judge- 
ments of God conſequent on fin, he gives not 


the leaſt hint relative to their eternal duration. 


- Tribulation and wrath,” ſays he, . indigna- 
tion and anguiſh,” (not eternal tribulation) 
© ſhall be upon every ſoul of man that worketh 
< unrighteouſneſs. bs it poſfible-to reconcile | 
this flence on the ſubject, in the Apoſtle who 
- was called to preach the Goſpel to the Gentiles, 
: A tor- 
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unfavourable to the doctrine of Univerſal Re- 
demption, that it has never made a part of 


Fo eee eee * 
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et es Univerſiti, bn teens 44, fr 1m 
| account of which, ſee Evans's Sketch of the Denomi- 


EX nations of the Chriſtan world, | 


\ + the Divine favour, and the objets'on. which 


Tad 


>» witay = they have Gen eee eat abs. 


ticles of religion, and differently as they have 
thought concerning the means of obtaining 


it will be conferred, they ſeem all to have 
agreed in denouncing eternal vengeance. to 


thoſe whom they have ſuppoſed to have failed 


| in the conditions of future happineks. It is 
indeed a little remarkable, that; among the va- 


| rious diſputes which have agitated the Chriſtian 
world, this fubje& ſeems never till lately to 


[have occaſioned much controverſy, and ſcarcely 
indeed to have been mentioned. The objec> 


- tion which ariſes, at firſt Tight, from this 


ſeemingly general agreement in favour of the 


 dodtrine of eternal puniſhment, will however 


8 vaniſh, when we refledt that the dodtrines of 


the Reformation Were once held only by 
individuals, and that even now the greater 
| part of the world remains, a5 it appears. 68 
m, in a ſtate of error. I indeed the truth 

or falſehood of an opinion were tobe eſtimated 
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/profelling it, Chrif- | 
dey iff alt beacknonlcdgedcs he def 

tive inthis ſpecies of evidence. But; if the ſyſtem * 

of rar FINAL ResT0RATION or AHL Manx ix Gay = 

has not the weight of numbers on its fide, | 

it bas the ſanction of many pious and learned 

men, from: the firſt ages of Chriſtianity to te 

preſent times ; and ſuch names as Tillotſon, 

_ Barrow, and Hartley, not to mention many | 

others, both in our own Church and among 5 

_the Diſſenters, are ſurely ſufficient to ereate 

ſome preſumption i in favour of the doctrine I 

have been endeavouring to defend: and to 

reſcue thoſe who profeſs it, from the charges | 

ol blameable raſhneſs or enthuſiaſm. CE Tha 
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NE 2 to have proceed roceeded from diſpoſi- 8 
"tions, by no means the/ moſt honourabls - 1 
nature. There appears always to have 


monopolizing diſpoſition; which would | 
- _ induce them: to- confine the common bleſſings | wo 
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of nature t6 themſelves and their friends. This 
ſeems to have infected their religious ſentiments 
as well as their worldly- conduct 5 and almoſt 
every ſect ſeems to have * incurred the 


8 F ere e 


15 —äͤ— n 53 
| Infite goodneſs tothe narrow bounds 5 
e 
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Hence ll have ſuppoſed the benefits 4 
the goſpel diſpenſation to be their own pecu- 
_ lar property, to the eternal excluſion of 'the 
reſt of mankind. Falſe ideas of the Deity 
ſeem alſo to have concurred in producing the 
notion of his having devoted a part of his crea- 
' tures to eternal torments. It may be remarked 
that men generally aſcribe to their Deities thoſe 
diſpoſitions which they find moſt prevalent in 
| themſelves : this, it is allowed, 1 

„ bo 2 3 - the 


| Were it not bordering too much on a levity un, 
| able to theſubjeR, we might adduce, as a proofef what 
1s here aſſerted, the ſevere mortification experienced by . 
| "the higher ranks of ſociety, when they find that their 
c 3 
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deem allo obſerrable in many of the popular Fe. 


©  Hotions/entertained by Chriſtians relative to the 


| the God." In forming an idea of the Deity, 


they ſeem to have ſuppoſed 4 Being of inf. > 
| nite power, but endued wich many of thoſe . 
ſentiments / which commanly. actuate human 
beings placed in a fruation where their will 
6 ſudpect to no controul. They have ſuppoſed 
: him to indulge that ſame vindictive ſpirit, 
chat ame” inexorable hatred of thoſe whom 
they conceive to have inturred his reſentment. 


Which are ſo frequently found i m men Who 


=_ 


die paſſeſt of abſolute power. They: ſeem 
to have conſidered the Deity as capable, ii 


* literal . ſenſe. of the words, of haired and 
revenge; and that as the reſentment of mortals 
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1s generally ' proportioned t. to their ' powers. their 
- greatneſs, | and the conſequent mean opinion - : 
they entertain of thoſe who have dared to 


offend them f-, that of the Deity muſty like 
the poor nt arouſe; be infinite ' Every | 
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ſelf the object ef his peculiar pantialiogs» 


- 1 * 
dae bare Re d dane 


and that, while be permits the reſt of mankind 


to continue in a ſtate of eternal reprobation, 
they, and ſuch as they can draw to their party 


-* alone provided with ſome peculiar expedi» 
ent, (independent of moral obedience to his- 


| — of a religion which, in its genuine and 
©  _ . uncorrupted ſtate, breathes the ſpirit of humi- 


uuns, ) by which they hope to ayert his wrath, 
and to ſecure bis eternal favour. With ſuch 
| notions of the Deity, can we wonder that 
ſpiritual pride, intolerance, and perſecution, 
| have. infinuated themſelves among the profeſs 


lity and charity? No ſect indeed can be 
mentioned as wholly free from this reproach z 
all ſeem to have conſidered thoſe who 'have 
infinite Being muſt neceſſarily merit an infinite punis 


| ment. In anſwer to ſuch reaſoning as this it ſhems 
8 ſufficient to ſay, that nothing in Scripture can be found 
ta warrant this ſuppoſition, and that it ſeems perten 


arbitrary; beſides, it may be added, that we can only 
| offend againſt our feaſe of the Divine Per which 
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nent : and as men generally adopt ER 
ſentiments, and imitate the conduct which they 
aſcribe to the objects of their worſhip, i it ſeemed 
but natural that they ſhould ſuppoſe they | —  _ 
rendered themſelves acceptable to God, Wen 
they oppreſſed and 3 


Teuto ſuch of their 
fellow creatures as they deemed obnoxious 
to his eternal vengeance : that is, according 
to the vſuali interpretation of Pride and Bigotry, | 
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But it bas been objected to the doctrine 1 
Univerſal Redemption, that it has a tendency to 
weaken the ties of morality and religion, to 
make men careleſs of their conduct in this 
. world, and to induce them to neglect the can- 
* terns of futurity. If (it has been aſked the 
=. terrors of eternal puniſhments are not ſufficient . 
Z to reſtrain the evil propenſities of men, how | 5 
; 5 : + "We be imagined that the apprehenfion — 
' _ thoſe of a limited perio will have that effec? © | 1 585 


[EY 


—— ſo often and ſo triumphantly 
_ urged, it ſeems ſufficient to reply that, although” 


- the puniſhments of futurity may not be, , 
| ſpeaking, eternal; I 
of our imagination, they are ſo, when we are 


aſſured that they will be much longer and 


much more ſevere than any we may meet 
| with in the preſent liſe. The word diner, 
| though it evidently relates to a finite duration, 


yet it as evidently refers to a very long period, 


which, compared to our limited conceptions of 


it, may be ſaid to be eternal, and which, when 
duly conſidered, muſt 1 think have che ſame 
2 


1 vill even hazant the ebe tha one 
great reaſon why the ſanctions of fururity have 
not had their due effect on the condut of 


_ "mankind, is this notion of the eternity of 
Future torments. - That it has produced much 


open infidelity is ſufficiently evident; that i 
| has alſo produced much ſecret infidelity ſeems, 
*Vthink, ſearcely to dic of a doubs So enor- 


ors indeed 1 


crimes * 
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36 that the worlt of bases can commit, AF 


* infinite puniſhment, that no one, —_— 
Bt ever his life may have been, | imagines he ” Bs © 


> 


. an Live incurred fo great 2 penalty. Every | 8 5 
* natüral principle of juſtice and equity ſeems to DD „ 
Ke ſuch a ſuppoſition :* the voice of. _ - 
*} Nature becomes too ſtrong for that of impoſed = 8 

: Faith; and every man whoſe conduct has been > 

1 tolerabiy free from 8 enormities, is i irre- e 
Hs ſtibly led to ſuppoſe that a juſt and merciful 1. 


"I £ ty cannot inflit on him an infinite and eter- 5 5 : Be 
: nal puniſhme it ; he therefore concludes (änce 
ve perceives no medium) that he.ſhall babe 5 
Ache erike of « future ſtate, and enter upon a 

> 1 ſtate of which, if we believe Revelation, 


5 is promiſed on very different conditions. o 5 
this cauſe we may trace. that abſurd and miſ- | ES 


_ 


Cie vous notion, chat che belief of certein t- 
= nets, independant of their practical effects en 
dee moral ſentiments of the believer, can be 
* 2 2 in itſelf acceptable to the Deity : and that uni- | 
—= — verlal e to N that he will u accept 


ci 


* > - R 
( 4x 2 , 


* ; # + 


1” good works! and moral enn Men 
| who have unfortunately adopted the notion the 
their Creator has ſentenced the greater part of «i = 
bis creatures to eternal perdition, have yet, | 3 
from the ſecret illuſions of ſelf-love, imagined Y 
| that their peculiar ſyſtem of belief contained = * 
ſome magical taliſman of ſufficient power to 
protect them from that wrath to which they 
devoted without heſitation the reſt of man- 

kind. Thus the ſanctions of a future fate 
were. loſt or perverted ; Religion was ſeparated |, 
from morality ; and the attainment of future + 
happineſs yo made to depend on the implieſt | 
of unimportant ceremonies, or in the rceF] s 

af a heated and enthuſiaſtic imagination. 


* 
8 a . 
1 . 
0 E- : ee, . . nr - 


8 2 
8 12 4 # 


That it the hippicſt effets would ref bote 
n odd ; morality, from the belief that 
every unrepented fin will meet with a finite 
but adequate puniſhment i in 2 future ſtate, can hs 
not I chink admit of a doubt: truth indeed 
fairly ſtated, muſt always produce beneficial E 
conſequences. . The ſanctions of another warly f 
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niverſal Benevolence will 
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well as thoſe of the 
ends FINAL, STERNAL, AND INFINITE = 
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